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Amanflfflfllte *he Claim*: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims In the application. 
Lining gf Claims 

1 . (Currently amended) A system for processing a data packet, comprising: 
a paddle card slot operable to: 

receive a first paddle card operable to support a first communication protocol; 

and 

receive a second paddle card operable to support a second communication 
protocol; and 

a packet processor coupled to the paddle card slot and operable to: 

determine whether a received paddle card comprises the first paddle card or 
the second paddle card; 

identify the communication protocol supported by the received paddle card; 

receive a plurality of data packets from the received paddle card; 

process the data packets according to the Identified communication protocol; 

and 

transmit the data packets to a switch card A 
wherein the received paddle card comprises a plurality of lanes operable to 
communicate the data packets and the packet processor comprises a receiving control unit 
comprising a plurality of ports and operable to associate the lanes with the porta In response 
to tha Identified communication protocol. 

2. (Original) The system of Claim 1 , wherein the packet processor is operable to: 
receive a plurality of data packets from the switch card; 

process the data packets according to the identified communication protocol; and 
transmit the data packets to the received paddle card. 

3. (Original) Tha system of Claim 1 , wherein tha packet processor comprises a 
receiving control unit operable to establish a link operable to communicate the data packets 
according to the Identified communication protocol. 

4. (Original) The system of Claim 1 , wherein the packet processor comprises a 
receiving control unit comprising: 

2 



PAGE 3/1 1 * RCVD AT 3/13/2006 8:54:57 PM [Eastern Standard Time] 1 SVR:USPT0-EFXRF-1/14 * DNIS:2738300 * CS1D:720 377 0777 * DURATION (mm-ss):03-00 



Mar 13 2006 Gj55PM Hensley Kim & Edgington, 720-377-0777 



Attorney Docket No. 233-590-USP 

a first protocol state machine operable to establish a link operable to support the first 
communication protocol; and 

a second protocol state machine operable to establish a link operable to support the 
second communication protocol, the receiving control unit operable to select the first protocol 
state machine or the second protocol state machins to establish a link operable to support 
the Identified communication protocol. 

5. (Canceled) 

8. (Original) The system of Claim 1 , wherein the packet processor comprises a 
forwarding system comprising a first level and a second level, the first level operable to: 

compare a packet destination address of a First data packet to an entry destination 
address; 

assign a port Identifier if the packet destination address matches the entry destination 
address; 

transmit the data packet to an entry of the second level In response to the 
comparison; and 

process a second data packet substantially when the second level processes the first 
data packet 

7. (Currently amended) A method for processing a data packet, comprising: 
receiving a paddle card comprising a first paddle card operable to support a first 

communication protocol or a second paddle card operable to support a second 
communication protocol; 

identifying the communication protocol supported by the receiving paddle card; 

receiving a plurality of data packets from the received paddle card: 

processing the data packets according to the Identified communication protocol; end 

transmitting the data packets to a switch cardLand 

associating a plurality of lanes with a plurality of ports In response to the identified 
communication protocol, wherein the lanes are coupled to the received paddle card and the 
porta are operable to receive the data packets from the lanes. 

8. (Original) The method of Claim 7, further comprising: 
receiving a plurality of data packets from the switch card; 

processing the data packets according to the Identified communication protocol; and 
transmitting the data packets to the received paddle card. 
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9, (Original) The method of Claim 7, further comprising establishing a link operable to 
communicate the data packets according to the identified communication protocol. 

10, (Original) The method of Claim 7, further comprising selecting a first protocol state 
machine or a second protocol state machine to establish a link operable to support the 
idQntffled communication protocol, the first protocol state machine operable to establish a 
link operable to support the first communication protocol, the second protocol stata machine 
operable to establish a link operable to support the second communication protocol. 

11, (Canceled) 

12, (Original) The method of Claim 7, further comprising: 

receiving a first data packet at a forwarding system comprising a first level and a 
second level; and 
at the Aral level. 

comparing a packet destination address of the first data packet to an entry 
destination address; 

assigning a port identifier If the packet destination address matches the entry 
destination address; 

transmitting the first data packet to an entry of the second level In response to 
the comparison; and 
4 processing a second data packet substantially when the second level 

processes the first data packet. 

13, (Currently amended) Logic for processing a data packet, the logic encoded In media 
and operable to: 

receive a paddle card comprising a first paddle card operable to support a first 
communication protocol or a second paddle card operable to support a second 
communication protocol; 

Identify the communication protocol supported by the received paddle card; 

receive a plurality of data packets from the received paddle card; 
' process the data packets according to the Identified communication protocol; and 

transmit the data packets to a switch card : and 

associate a plurality of lanes wi th a plurality of porta in response to the identified 
communication protocol, wherein the janes are coupled to the received p addle card and the 
ports are ope rable to receive the data packets from the lanes. 
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14. (Original) The logic of Claim 1 3, further operable to: 
receive a plurality of data packets from the switch card; 

process the data packets according to the Identified communication protocol; and 
transmit the data packets to the received paddle card. 

15. (Original) The logic of Claim 1 3, further operable to establish a link operable to 
communicate the data packets according to the identified communication protocol. 

16. (Original) The logic of Claim 13, further operable to select a first protocol state 
machine or a second protocol state machine to establish a link operable to support the 
Identified communication protocol, the first protocol state machine operable to establish a 
link operable to support the first communication protocol, the second protocol state machine 
operable to establish a link operable to support the second communication protocol. 

17. (Canceled) 

16. (Original) The logic of Claim 13, further operable to; 

receive a first data packet at a forwarding system comprising a firet level and a 
second level; and 

atibfl first level. 

compare a packet destination address of the first data packet to an entry 
destination address; 

assign a port Identifier If the packet destination address matches the entry 
destination address; 

transmit the first data packet to an entry of the second level In response to the 
comparison; and 

process a second data packet substantially when the saoond level processes 
the first data packet. 
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19. (Currently amended) A system for processing a data packet, comprising: 

means for receiving a paddle CBrd comprising a first paddle card operable to support 

a first communication protocol or a second paddle card operable to support a second 

communication protocol; 

means for Identifying the communication protocol supported by the received paddle 

card; 

means for receiving q plurality of data packets from the received paddle card; 
means for processing the data packets according to the Identified communication 
protocol; and 

means for transmitting the data packets to a switch carcLand 
means for associating a Plurality of lanes with e plurality of ports in response to the 
Identified com munication protocol, wherein the lanes are coupled to the received paddle 
card and the ports are operable to receive the data packets from the lanes. 
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20. (Original) A system for processing a data packet, comprising: 
a paddle card slot operable to: 

receive a first paddle card operable to support a first communication protocol; 

and 

receive a second paddle card operable to support a second communication 
protocol; and 

a packet processor coupled to the paddle card slot, the packet processor comprising 
a first protocol state machine operable to establish a link operable to support the first 
communication protocol, and a second protocol state machine operable to establish a link 
operable to support the second communication protocol, the packet processor operable to: 
determine whether a received paddle card comprises the first paddle card or 
the second paddle card; 

Identify the communication protocol supported by the received paddle card; 
select the first protocol state machine of the second protocol state machine to 
establish a link operable to support the identified communication protocol; 
receive a plurality of data packets from the received paddle card; 
process the data packets according to the Identified communication protocol; 
transmit the data packets to a switch card; 
receive a plurality of data packets from the switch card; 
process the data packets according to the identified communication protocol; 

and 

transmit the data packets to the received paddle card ± 
wherein the received paddle card comprises a plurality of lanes operable to 
communicate th e date packets and the packet processor comprises a receiving 
control unit comprising a plurality of ports and operable to associate the lanes With 
the ports In response to the Identified communication protocol. 



7 



PAGE 8/11 * RCVD AT 3/13/2006 8:54:57 PM [Eastern Standard Time] * SVR:U8PTWFXRF-1/14 * DNIS:2738300 * CSID:720 377 0777 ' DURATION (mm-ss):03-00 



